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ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COMMITTEE MEETING NOTES


DATE:

July 16, 2013


TIME:

3:30 p.m.

PRESENT:
Hoffman, Dr. Lenz and Dr. Nosek

ABSENT:
Carlos Espinosa, Assistant City Planner

The meeting began at 3:30 p.m. with an introduction from staff summarizing the action taken by the Planning Commission.  Mr. Espinosa explained that the CEQC is being asked to review their air monitoring recommendations from April/May of this year in light of the state legislature’s actions regarding silica sand.  
Dr. Lenz stated that monitoring along truck routes should not wait until October – that it should be started as soon as possible.  Dr. Lenz provided two documents from the MPCA entitled “Air Emissions Risk Analysis” and Community Air Improvement Project” which could serve as references in determining how to proceed with monitoring.  Dr. Lenz stated that one option is to request an Air Emissions Risk Analysis from the MPCA.

Ms. Hoffman asked if there was updated information from the Richards’ studies currently occurring in Wisconsin.  Mr. Espinosa responded that he could check into it.  Ms. Hoffman stated that if there’s updated information, it should be provided to the Planning Commission for consideration.

Dr. Lenz emphasized that she’s primarily concerned with PM 2.5 emissions – not just PM4 crystalline silica emissions.

Dr. Nosek concurred that baseline air quality monitoring along truck routes is important to establish a “before” and “after” picture of air quality.  Mr. Nosek also stated that the design of any monitoring is important and suggested that the MPCA should be involved.    
Dr. Lenz suggested that the City make a formal request to the MPCA for an Air Emissions Risk Analysis and a Community Air Improvement Project.

Mr. Espinosa stated that the committee members should come to a consensus on the ideas presented today.  Mr. Espinosa asked if there was consensus to send the following input to the Planning Commission:

1)  Baseline data for air quality monitoring along truck routes should start now.  The monitoring should be done at 4-5 sites in the city. 

2)  The City of Winona should make a formal request to the MPCA for an Air Emissions Risk Analysis and a Community Air Improvement Project.

The group indicated a consensus on these two points.  Mr. Espinosa asked if there were any other suggested modifications or additions to the committee’s previous recommendations.  The committee members indicated that there weren’t.

After additional miscellaneous discussion, the meeting was adjourned at 4:20.
Following additional questions from the press in attendance at the meeting, the committee reconvened at 4:30.

Committee members discussed the importance of also obtaining preliminary data from the silica sand facilities themselves – not just truck routes.  The committee members came to a consensus on the following additional recommendation:

3)  In addition to information from truck routes, air quality data from silica sand facilities should be obtained using the annual silica threshold of 3ug/m3. 
There being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned at 4:35 p.m.   

______________________________

Carlos Espinosa
Assistant City Planner

