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1.0 PURPOSE:

It is the purpose of this general order to establish policy and procedures for the use 
of chemical aerosol by officers of the Winona Police Department.

2.0 POLICY:

2.1  Chemical aerosol is an approved, non-lethal, defensive weapon issued by this 
department.  It is a temporarily incapacitating weapon to be used in controlling a 
violent situation or behavior as an alternative to a more extreme application of 
force.

2.2  In all cases of use, the subject must receive proper first aid care for exposure to 
chemical aerosol, and if it appears warranted, the subject should be taken to the 
hospital emergency room for further examination and treatment.

3.0 PROCEDURE FOR USE:

3.1 Chemical aerosol should be fired in one or two one-second bursts, aimed at the 
eyes and face of the assailant.

3.2  The maximum range of most chemical aerosol is 10-12 feet; however, the 
effective range is within 5-7 feet of the assailant.

3.3  Chemical aerosol, if properly employed, should incapacitate within 1-5 
seconds.  The incapacitating effects of chemical aerosol should last for a maximum 
of 10-15 minutes if proper first aid measures are applied following use.

3.4  Given the fact that chemical aerosol may not always affect mentally ill 
persons, heavily intoxicated persons, or persons heavily influenced by drugs, as 
well as other variables connected with the application of an aerosol product in 
tactical situations, all officers should always be prepared to employ another means 
of self defense in these situations.

3.5  Chemical aerosol should never be used in the vicinity of infants since their 
respiratory systems are especially sensitive to irritating vapors.

4.0 FIRST AID PROCEDURES FOR EXPOSURE TO CHEMICAL MACE:

4.1  Expose the subject to fresh air.
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4.2  Remove any contaminated clothing that may continue to emit chemical 
aerosol vapors.

4.3  Never rub an area affected by the exposure to chemical aerosol.

4.4  Never apply salves or creams to the affected area.  This would only trap the 
agent to the skin surface.

4.5  Do not bandage the affected areas.  Keep them exposed to the fresh air.

4.6  After initial care, and where possible, the subject will be inspected and 
interviewed, not less than 30 minutes nor more than one hour from the time of 
exposure.  If the subject is placed in jail, this inspection will be made by the jailer; 
the officer who used the chemical aerosol must advise the jailer.

4.7  If it appears warranted, the subject should be taken to the hospital emergency 
room for further examination and treatment.

5.0 REPORT OF DISCHARGE:

5.1  A supplement report and Use of Force Report Form shall be completed by 
each officer following his/her use of chemical aerosol.

5.2  This report shall be reviewed by the officer’s immediate supervisor.  If the 
supervisor feels it is warranted, he/she shall initiate any additional investigation 
into the incident.
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