
Hatke, Ben. Zita the Space Girl ([GN] J Hatke, B) 

When her best friend is abducted by an alien doomsday cult, Zita leaps to the rescue and finds herself a stranger on a strange plan-
et. Humanoid chickens and neurotic robots are shocking enough as new experiences go, but Zita is even more surprised to find her-
self taking on the role of intergalactic hero. Before long, aliens in all shapes and sizes don't even phase her. Zita the Spacegirl is a 
fun, captivating tale of friendship. It also has more whimsical, eye-catching monsters than you can shake a stick at.  

Holm, Jennifer. Sunny Side Up [GN] J Holm, J. 

Sunny Lewin has been packed off to Florida to live with her grandfather for the summer.  At first she thought Florida might be fun -- 
it is  the home of Disney World, after all.  But the place where Gramps lives is no amusement park.  It’s full of old people.  Really old 
people. Luckily, Sunny isn’t the only kid around.  She meets Buzz, a boy who is completely obsessed with comic books, and soon 
they’re having adventures of their own: facing off against golfball-eating alligators, runaway cats, and mysteriously disappearing 
neighbors.  But the question remains -- why is Sunny down in Florida in the first place?  The answer lies in a family secret that won’t 
be secret to Sunny much longer.  

Holm, Jennifer. Babymouse [GN] J Holm, J. 

Meet Babymouse—Her dreams are big! Her imagination is wild! Her whiskers are ALWAYS a mess! In her mind, she's Queen of the 
World! In real life…she's not even Queen of the lunch table.  Dozens of titles in this graphic novel series. 

Ignatow, Amy. The Popularity Papers J Ignatow, A.  

Lydia and Julie are best friends with one goal: to crack the code of popularity. Lydia’s the bold one: aspiring theater star, stick-
fighting enthusiast, and human guinea pig. Julie’s the shy one: observer and artist, accidental field hockey jock, and faithful record-
er. In this notebook they write down their observations and carry out experiments to try to determine what makes the popular girls 
tick. But somehow, the harder Lydia and Julie try to imitate the popular girls, the farther they get from their goal—and each other.  

Jamieson, Victoria. Roller Girl [GN] J Jamieson, V. 

For most of her twelve years, Astrid has done everything with her best friend Nicole. But after Astrid falls in love with roller derby 
and signs up for derby camp, Nicole decides to go to dance camp instead. And so begins the most difficult summer of Astrid's life as 
she struggles to keep up with the older girls at camp, hang on to the friend she feels slipping away, and cautiously embark on a new 
friendship. As the end of summer nears and her first roller derby bout (and junior high!) draws closer, Astrid realizes that maybe 
she is strong enough to handle the bout, a lost friendship, and middle school… in short, strong enough to be a roller girl.  

 

Turn Over 

SMILE READ-ALIKES 

If you liked Smile by Raina Telgemeier, then check out these popular books. 



L’Engle, Madeleine. A Wrinkle in Time: the graphic novel [GN] J L’Engle, M.  

It was a dark and stormy night; Meg Murry, her small brother Charles Wallace, and her mother had come down to the kitchen for a 
midnight snack when they were upset by the arrival of a most disturbing stranger. "Wild nights are my glory," the unearthly 
stranger told them. "I just got caught in a downdraft and blown off course. Let me sit down for a moment, and then I'll be on my 
way. Speaking of ways, by the way, there is such a thing as a tesseract." A tesseract (in case the reader doesn't know) is a wrinkle in 
time. The family is in search of Meg's father, a scientist who disappeared while engaged in secret work for the government on the 
tesseract problem. 

Lord, Cynthia. Rules J Lord, C.  

Twelve-year-old Catherine just wants a normal life. Which is near impossible when you have a brother with autism and a family 
that revolves around his disability. She's spent years trying to teach David the rules from "a peach is not a funny-looking apple" to 
"keep your pants on in public"---in order to head off David's embarrassing behaviors. But the summer Catherine meets Jason, a 
surprising, new sort-of friend, and Kristi, the next-door friend she's always wished for, it's her own shocking behavior that turns 
everything upside down and forces her to ask: What is normal?  

Palacio, R. J. Wonder J Palacio, R 

August Pullman was born with a facial difference that, up until now, has prevented him from going to a mainstream school. Starting 
5th grade at Beecher Prep, he wants nothing more than to be treated as an ordinary kid—but his new classmates can’t get past 
Auggie’s extraordinary face. The story begins from Auggie’s point of view, but soon switches to include his classmates, his sister, 
her boyfriend, and others. These perspectives converge in a portrait of one community’s struggle with empathy, compassion, and 
acceptance.  

Russell, Rachel Renee. Dork Diaries J Russell, R.  

Meet Nikki Maxwell! She’s starting eighth grade at a new school—and her very first diary packed with hilarious stories and art in 
the #1 New York Times bestselling Dork Diaries series! Nikki confesses all in her diary: meeting her new soon-to-be BFFs Chloe and 
Zoey, dealing with her zany little sister Brianna’s antics, and the immediate clashes with mean girl Mackenzie, who becomes Nikki’s 
rival in a schoolwide art competition.  

Simpson, Dana. Phoebe and Her Unicorn [GN] J Simpson, D. 

It all started when Phoebe skipped a rock across a pond and accidentally hit a unicorn in the face. Improbably, this led to Phoebe 
being granted one wish, and she used it to make the unicorn, Marigold Heavenly Nostrils, her obligational best friend. But can a 
vain mythical beast and a nine-year-old daydreamer really forge a connection? Indeed they can, and that's how Phoebe and Her 
Unicorn unfolds. 

Stevenson, Noelle. Lumberjanes [GN] J Stevenson, N. 

Five best friends spending the summer at Lumberjane scout camp defeating yetis, three-eyed wolves, and giant falcons...what’s not 
to love?! Jo, April, Mal, Molly and Ripley are five best pals determined to have an awesome summer together...and they’re not gon-
na let any insane quest or an array of supernatural critters get in their way!  

Telgemeier, Raina. The Baby-Sitters Club Graphic Novels [GN] Telgemeier, R.  

Kristy, Mary Anne, Claudia, and Stacey are best friends and founding members of The Baby-sitters Club. Whatever comes up -- 
cranky toddlers, huge dogs, scary neighbors, prank calls -- you can count on them to save the day. Baby-sitting isn't always easy, 
and neither is dealing with strict parents, new families, fashion emergencies, and mysterious secrets. But no matter what, the BSC 
have what they need most: friendship.  

Telgemeier, Raina. Drama [GN] Telgemeier, R.  

Callie loves theater. And while she would totally try out for her middle school's production of Moon over Mississippi, she can't real-
ly sing. Instead she's the set designer for the drama department's stage crew, and this year she's determined to create a set worthy 
of Broadway on a middle-school budget. But how can she, when she doesn't know much about carpentry, ticket sales are down, 
and the crew members are having trouble working together? Not to mention the onstage AND offstage drama that occurs once the 
actors are chosen. 
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