June 1, 2020

Citizens Environmental Quality Committee
Winona, Minnesota 55987

Dear Committee Members:
The next meeting of the Citizens Environmental Quality Committee meeting will be held

virtually on Thursday, June 4th, 2020 at 4:30 p.m. We will be using Zoom to video
conference, with a call in option as well. To access Zoom:

Join Zoom Meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85610993614

Optional Call in: +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

Meeting ID (Web and call in): 856 1099 3614

. Call to Order

. Review and approval of May 2020 meeting minutes
. Volunteer Science and Engagement (10 minutes)

. Community Garden Discussion (10 minutes)

. CEQC Member Recruitment (10 minutes)

. Other Business (5 minutes)

7. Adjournment

Sincerely,
John Howard

Natural Resources Sustainability Coordinator




CITIZENS ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COMMITTEE MEETING NOTES
DATE: May 7, 2020

TIME: Scheduled for 4:30 pm (Virtual Zoom Meeting)

PRESENT: Dan Hall, Julie Fassbender, David Ruff

GUESTS:

STAFF: John Howard

2;

Call to Order: Meeting called to order at 4:34 pm by Chair Hall.

Review and Approval of January Meeting Minutes: Dan wanted to check if January was indeed the last
meeting? John affirmed it was, so it has been a while. Julie moved the minutes for approval, Dan seconded.
All in favor.

HF 1255 Sign on Letter: Julie thinks it is a worthwhile effort, and made a motion of support. John gave a
brief summary that HF 1255 would allow cities to prohibit pollinator damaging pesticides. Currently
municipalities are pre-empted from banning pesticides. Dan asked for clarification that the request is to sign
onto the letter, and John stated it would. David is also supportive, but wonders if Sen. Gazelga should be
Sen. Gazelka? Motion passed with all in favor.

Community Garden Discussion:

John updated that the East Rec Garden is up and running with CoVID appropriate precautions. Dan asked
who has received the CEQC report on community garden locations. John said he has sent it to the Parks and
Rec. leadership. Julie would like Lynette’s input as well. Dan asked if there are any time constraints in
preparing the report since it is unlikely to proceed this year. John suggested completing the report to help
with planning and to potentially seek grant funding.

David made a motion to approve the report with John seeking input with Lynette by David, Dan seconded.
All in favor.

Dan asked what grants ideas John has in mind. John said there is a U of M technical assistance grant where
students and faculty help with a project and has a June 1 deadline. John also said SHIP funds are a likely
source of support, and were used for the East Rec. garden. Dan sees locally produced foods as becoming
increasingly important under current conditions.

Grants Update

Julie said the list was impressive. Dan asked if the stream dams was one of the grants, and John said it was.
David asked if there are any actions needed by the CEQC. John said it would be helpful to spread the word
about the Lawns to Legumes grants because some areas in the City are eligible for the neighborhood grant,
such as Valley Oaks and the Highway 43 areas.




6. Earth and Arbor Day Proclamation: John included this agenda item to keep the CEQC informed that the
Mayor passed a proclamation.

7. Bluff Habitat Restoration applications

Julie sees these as good projects, with the Garvin Heights oak savannah being very visible and brings good
awareness. John noted that the visibility has given staff pause since it would be removing healthy oak trees,
albeit at a level higher than what is natural. David asked about how the understory has responded. John said
there seems to be some resprouts and seedling generation from the buckthorn remnants. John believes the 300
or so plug planting put in last summer are surviving, and new seed was spread in March 2020, so hopefully they
will continue to fight off the buckthorn. Julie asked for clarification about whether this understory is at Garvin
Heights or someplace else. John clarified that the understory clearing was an earlier step for Garvin Heights.

David asked about how the City feels about prescribed burns. John said there has not been much discussion, but
that since it is a customary best practice, he expects it to be employed sometime. David said it could be a great
demonstration. Dan asked about the visibility of the Sugarloaf work. John said it is really only visible from
Highway 43, and is not particularly visible.

David suggests good publicity, and to invite neighbors. David and Dan discussed about the suitability of burning
at this time. David believes timing would be possible for this year, the main concern on red flag days are big
grass areas in western Minnesota. Forests should contain fire since fuels are pretty patchy. Dan asked if the fire
regime would be significantly different than California, as it seems to be. David confirmed the fire issues in
California are different, and much more severe.

8. Other business:

Julie suggests CEQC members review the Broadway walkability materials. John noted that May 12" is the

comment deadline. Comments can be accessed on the City website. John also noted that the Mankato Ave. road
redesign was presented on to the City Council on Monday. Julie would like to know more, and John will send the
link (mankatoavereconstruction.com).

Dan wondered about morel hunting and if the timing was suitable. Julie said she knew of people finding them
earlier this week. Dan heard that elms and southern exposed bluffs are good morel territory.

9. Adjournment:

Dan made motion, David seconded. All in favor.

Meeting adjourned at 5:08 PM.

Notes prepared by John Howard.




CITIZENS ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COMMITTEE

AGENDA ITEM: 3. Volunteer Science and Engagement

PREPARED BY: John Howard

DATE: June 4, 2020

Staff wanted to bring awareness to opportunities for resident “citizen science” and volunteer
activities. Many of these opportunities are focused toward invasive species control projects:

e Minnesota's Tactical Invasive Plant Management Plan Course: An online course about
the plan with resources on different invasive weeds, mapping tools, and removal
strategies. A online discussion will take place on June 11" focusing on SE Minnesota.
The course is open now through the end of July. Details:
https://extension.umn.edu/event/tactical-invasive-management-plan
Starry Trek 2020: On August 15", there will be a statewide effort to check waterbodies
for Starry Stonewort, a troublesome new invasive species to Minnesota. The Soil and
Water Conservation District led an effort in 2017 for the Winona area. As of yet, it has
not been rescheduled due to CoViD-19. https://www.maisrc.umn.edu/ais-
detectors/starrytrek
Cover-it-Up: The U of M is leading a statewide effort to test the efficacy of native seed
plantings to crowd out buckthorn. The Winona area has three sites: two around Lake
Winona and one in the Garvin Heights savannah. https://coveritup.umn.edu/

Winona County Invasive Plant Brigade: A volunteer corps has been busy removing
oriental bittersweet, and barberry when encountered, throughout the Sugar Loaf park
area. Volunteer efforts will be ongoing throughout the summer and fall. The County’s
Sustainability Coordinator Anne Morse (Amorse@co.winona.mn.us) will be able to
direct potential volunteers to the various efforts.

Healthy Lake Winona shoreland initiative: Throughout the summer, the members of
Healthy Lake Winona will be assisting in shoreline restoration and invasive species
projects. These efforts are open to everyone to participate. Visit the Healthy Lake
Winona Facebook page for details.




CITIZENS ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COMMITTEE

AGENDA ITEM: 5. CEQC Member Recruitment
PREPARED BY: John Howard
DATE: June 4, 2020

The CEQC has three openings, and has not had recent applicants. The current need to meet
virtually does not make this any easier, but if you know of interested parties, please encourage
them to consider applying: https://www.cityofwinona.com/wp-
content/uploads/2020/05/Application-2020.pdf
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