
CITY OF

WINONA
MINNESOTA

June 29, 2020

Citizens Environmental Quality Committee
Winona, Minnesota 55987

Dear Committee Members:

The next meeting of the Citizens Environmental Quality Committee meeting will be held
virtually on Thursday, July 2nd, 2020 at 4: 30 p. m. We will be using Zoom to video
conference, with a call in option as well. To access Zoom:

Join Zoom Meeting: https:// us02web. zoom. us/ j/ 85610993614

Optional Call in:  + 1 312 626 6799 US ( Chicago)

Meeting ID ( Web and call in): 856 1099 3614

1.  Call to Order

2.  Review and approval of June 2020 meeting minutes

3.  Community Garden Discussion Update ( 5 minutes)

4.  Renewable Energy Procurement Proposal ( 10 minutes)

5.  Lake Winona Water Quality Improvement Plan ( 15 minutes)

6.  CEQC Member Recruitment (5 minutes)

7.  Other Business ( 5 minutes)

8.  Adjournment

Sincerely,

John Howard

Natural Resources Sustainability Coordinator



CITIZENS ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COMMITTEE MEETING NOTES

DATE:    Thursday June 4, 2020

TIME:     Scheduled for 4: 30 pm ( Virtual Zoom Meeting)

PRESENT: Dan Hall, Julie Fassbender, David Ruff

GUESTS:

STAFF:   John Howard

1.  Call to Order: Meeting called to order at 4: 32 pm by Chair Hall.

2.   Review and Approval of May Meeting Minutes: Motion by Julie to approve the May meeting minutes, Dan

seconded. Unanimously approved.

3.  Volunteer Science and Engagement: John stated that the list of volunteer activities is for CEQC members or

members of the public. The opportunities are ways for the community to help out, and still be following the

pandemic safety guidelines.

Julie liked the list. David asked about whether the Cover it Up activity needed volunteers. John indicated

they are ok with volunteers but would be happy to have more. David is happy to help if needed. David asked

about Healthy Lake Winona having another work day, and would like to talk with John and Healthy Lake

Winona members to set up a work day, probably on a weekend.

4.   Community Garden Discussion: John communicated that he spoke with Lynette about the CEQC Community

Garden report, and she believes it accurately captured the discussion and the CEQC' s conclusions. She did

ask for sq. footages of the sites to be included to better show scale. John made those changes and shared it
with the Park and Rec. department.

Dan asked about whether neighbors have been consulted about the potential garden locations? John said

not yet, but he fully expects the Park and Rec. department would meet with the neighbors if the dept.
wanted to move forward with the sites. John believes the next steps are for the Park and Rec. department to

review the sites, so the CEQC has done their duty. As news develops, it will be shared with the CEQC.

5.  CEQC Member Recruitment:

Dan asked about progress on potential candidates. Julie has asked some people she knows about joining the

CEQC. Dan wondered if Richie Swanson would be a good fit. Richie is a very knowledgeable about birds and

active with Aghaming Park. David knows Richie and thinks he may be fully committed with other obligations.

David or Dan will talk with Richie when they see him next.

John mentioned Nathan Engstrom who is the WSU sustainability coordinator. Nathan expressed interest in
December 2019, so John will follow up. Dan expressed that Nathan sounds like a qualified candidate.



6.  Other Business:

Dan asked about the dredge sand disposal sites and if the DNR was in charge of that process. John explained

that the US Army Corps of Engineers is the main regulatory body and driver of the project. The Corps of

Engineers continues to work with the City on developing plans for dredge sand disposal. John noted that the City

Council did communicate to the Corps that they disapproved of the plan to expand the Latsch Island sand

storage area. John is not sure what progress has been made for the Homer sand storage area.

7.  Adjournment:

Julie excused herself from the meeting at 4: 49 pm, and quorum was lost.

Notes prepared by John Howard.



CITIZENS ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COMMITTEE

AGENDA ITEM:  3. Community Garden Discussion Update

PREPARED BY: John Howard

DATE:       July 2, 2020

The CEQC staff liaison shared the CEQC' s community garden memo with the Park and
Recreation department. The staff liaison will share any updates on the situation.



CITIZENS ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COMMITTEE

AGENDA ITEM:  4. Renewable Energy Procurement Proposal

PREPARED BY: John Howard

DATE:       July 2, 2020

The CEQC staff liaison received a letter from the City of Minneapolis asking if the City of
Winona would be interested in joining a group procurement for renewable energy. The basic
idea is a pool of municipalities would get a better rate on renewable energy credits or have
sufficiently large enough energy use to incentivize Xcel Energy to create a bulk rate. Current
green energy offerings from Xcel Energy ( Windsource and Renewable* Connect) come with a
small extra cost (about 1 cent/ kWh). The attached letter provides some additional information

on the City of Minneapolis proposal.

If the CEQC is favorable to this request, the CEQC should make a motion to bring the
proposal forth to the Planning Commission and City Council.



J
Minneapolis
City of Lakes www. minneapolismn. gov

July 23, 2020

Mr. John Howard

Natural Resources Sustainability Coordinator
City of St. Louis Park
207 Lafayette Street

Winona, MN 55987

Dear John:

The City of Minneapolis has embarked on a plan to have all of its municipal operation' s electricity needs
come from 100% renewable sources by 2023. The City is planning to release a Request For Proposals this
summer for developers to submit resource plans to provide the renewable electricity at a reasonable price.
As Energy Manager and Sustainability Director for the City of Minneapolis, we are contacting the City of
Winona and other governmental customers of Xcel Energy to see if your organization would be interested
in joining the City in this effort. The concept here would be to aggregate all of our organizations'

renewable electricity needs into a single large request for a new program from Xcel or an outside

developer to provide renewably sourced electricity at a price significantly less than Xcel Energy' s current
green tariff offerings.

In several areas around the country, large electricity users are working with their electricity providers to
create new special contracts and innovative tariffs that bring inexpensive renewably generated power to the
users. Some of these successful efforts have occurred even in highly regulated power markets such as ours

here in Minnesota. The City has begun talks with Xcel Energy about these alternatives, and our next meeting
with Xcel will occur in the July. We would like to provide Xcel with an aggregated list of large governmental
users at that time to help them plan for new renewable resources in the 2020— 2025 timeframe. If the city

of Winona would be interested in discussing this effort, please get back to either of us with a contact from
within your organization to carry out further discussions.

Thank you for your attention to this project to bring more renewably generated electricity onto the gird.

Sincerely,

Brian Millberg, Energy Manager City of Minneapolis
brian. millberg@minneapolismn. gov

Kim Havey, Sustainability Director City of Minneapolis
kim. havey@minneapolismn. gov



CITIZENS ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COMMITTEE

AGENDA ITEM:  5. Lake Winona Water Quality Improvement Plan

PREPARED BY: John Howard

DATE:       July 2, 2020

At the second City Council meeting of June, the Council received a presentation about a
study to improve the water quality of Lake Winona. The emphasis of the consultants' work
was toward phosphorus reduction. Both lake basins have elevated phosphorus at or above

state standards, and thus the state will require action to reduce the phosphorous load.

The final study report document is not yet fully complete, but will be publicly available when it
is complete. The presentation slides are included to give the overall information and

conclusions.  The 45 minutes presentation can be viewed here:

https:// www. facebook. com/ watch/ live/? v= 579943639376641.
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